Information relating to health has been gathered since ancient times. Physicians often gathered their own books which were sometimes donated to create early medical libraries. The explosion of information, the demands of qualification accrediting bodies and technological developments have also helped to promote the work of health libraries. The professionalisation of health occupations has tended to move their library support from hospitals into academic settings. Librarians are increasingly concerned with promoting their services and teaching patrons to use library resources. While some health sciences librarians see the availability of health information on the internet as a threat, to those that can see ways to exploit it, it may serve to enhance their role.
Libraries are places, physical or virtual, where knowledge is gathered, organised and then made available to potential users. Health science libraries gather material of relevance to health service practitioners and related professionals. Some may be targeted at particular professions within that group, such as doctors or nurses, while some may also cater inclusively for a broader range of health professionals, such as radiographers, dieticians or a range of therapists and managers. Workers or volunteers in health related fields may require not only clinical or medical information but also, for example, ethical, economic, educational, psychological or management resources. Health librarians may find themselves dealing with practitioners, students, researchers and even the consumers of health service provisionpatients, their friends and relatives. Their roles have evolved in a number of ways to facilitate this. The library itself may be located within a hospital, a surgery, or, increasingly as far as the user is concerned, in some ethereal virtual space contactable via a keyboard. Even if not actually located within a University, and many will be, most health libraries will have organisational or managerial links with one. This paper will seek to briefly outline the foundations of libraries that deal with medical and health materials and how they have evolved into their current academic settings. It will indicate some of the many roles, subjects and types of people that the health library worker has to deal with today (University of British Columbia 2009). has not yet however replaced the academic health sciences librarian. Indeed it has, and continues, to support the expansion of their role.
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